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The state of public opinion in Poland on the eve of the GENEVA
Conference
1. With the current negotiations on BERLIN, confusion in the

minds of the politically-conscious non-Communist circles is on
the increase. The feelings of apathy and resignation which
have been p;evailing gso far have in a sense been dcepened by the
thought that the future outlook may be even bleaker than up to
now., The Porty has put about the view thnt the BERLIN conflict
cannot end in any othcr way than in 2 victory for the Soviet.
The West is wenker thnn the Soviet bloc and the trend in world
politics hns alrendy begun to be towards the cnpitulation of the
frece world without 2 war.,: The West nlre~dy finds itsclf on tuc
edge of the slidg. The onssword in the whispering cnmpaisgn
circulnted nwmon:s Lolish in%cllectunls ig: "It is not worth
backing the weaker side. Tor once in history the Folcs can be
cleverer than before anl ally themsclves in all seriousness with
the winning side". This line of propagnnda docs not, however,
attract intcllectucl ~nd Lolitienlly minded circles to any srent
degree. The belief in smericn’s strength is still strong, ¢s-
pecially in the broad socicl loyers cmong the workers ond pels-—
ants, Nevertheless, no onc"éﬁﬁ gny how much wishful thinking
1ics behind this attitude.

2. For some wecks n rumour hns been circulnting in WaRbaW
about o planned revision of the ODIER-NLEISGE fronticr. It is
widely thousht thot something is brewing in KOJCOW despite per-
sistent deninls from the Russian sidc. onc fact is cleor,
however, nnd that is that the revision of thc frontier has bcen
discusscd in MOLCOW both boctween the Russians and the Gerwans
and the Russians cnd the Poles. No detoils hﬂvs,lumkoa out,
but in high Party circles there has bcen no attempt to deny

that the Central Committeo has bbcﬂQﬁﬁ?&-}nfng§3”;53Ut these
Mcutmi
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(lisgussions. as far os is known, no conclusions nave yet been

reached nor hns any concrete plon emergeld for thc revision of
the fronticr, but the rumours hnve so far taken root that there
is now 22 morked reluctancec on the part of the peasnts to buy
lend in the Westernmost areas of ~oland. Underlying 211 the
discussions on thc subject is the renlisntiosn that roland connot
in any way urevent (. 0wCOW’s decision about an eventunl fronticr
rovigion. How the oles will renet tH o possible fronticr rc-
vision is difficult to say but it woull Bbe rnsh to overcstiunte
the strength of their protests,

3. The dcvelopment »f the BERLIN conflict is nrousin mixecd
fecelings in I»lnnd. Oonc¢ moyst >ften hers bitter indignntion:
WThe americnns nnd Dritish refusel to sacerificc a single soldicr
for Poland, Hungnry or Czcchoslovakin in icfence >f the freedom
of thes¢e countrics. Now they scewm rendy to die for 27 million
Germnns in BuilLIN. They fcel ncarcr to the Gerunns than to us.
They have nlrendy written Polnand Hff cnl we hove nothing more to
expect from this direction',

Lo The arming of West Geraany with atomic wenpons is ~nlso
cousing o 1at of bald fecling. There is a strong belicf that in
the cvent of war West Germnny woul? not hesitate to> use ntomic
weapons ngninst the roles. Wherens woople are pruporcd to be-
licve thrt the snglo-onxons would prefer to ~vold using ctomic
wenpons on Polish territory, it is certain thnt quite the oppo-
gite is felt nbout the Germons nnl the Russitns. It is bclicved
t+hat the Gerunn desire f£or rovenge ngninst 1'hland is very strong,
stronger than the anglo-uoXons apgreecintce. The propnszonin
which is becing sprend in this conncetion throughout the inrty
organisntions fons these feclings >f feor onl pives then an “nti-
americnn edge. The americans are blrmedl £or giving the Germnn
barbarians thesc new weapons of destruction which will bc used
Pirst nnd foremost by the Germons ngninst the .oles in o>rider to

creatc the Germans” Lebensroume
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5. Naturally, here an< therc, onc mects with the arcument

that if the West Gerwcns are not given ntomic weapons the pros-
pect arises >f German unificntiun on sovict conditions, This
conjurcs up the possibility of an 2lliance between A unitel Ger-
many and the Sovict Union, with col-na cauht between twoy fires.,
It is argued thnt rolanl’s chonecs Of cventunl survival in such
a situntion would be even smillcr thon now. The Communists’
answer is thnt in the long run ioloni’s snly chinee is far Gor-
‘many to be united on Jovict lincs nnl thet it is, thercfore,
wiser for the rolcs t5 begin now competing with the Geraons in
their loyalty to the Uoviet Union. This is thc Hnly way o
crente 7 counter-weight in L0OGCOJ t5 inercensin: Germnn influcnce
therec, wuch vicews nre no>t tygienl but they cre henr? nsre
often now thrn they were twy yours nss.

6. 4 third world war is not loyoked upon os =n impeniing rca-
1ity but is n:t consilerc? altogether impossible, It is con-
sidered in the Russinns’ intercst t> have this war todey rather
than tomorrHw. Others holl that the West cannost now tnke the
risk of war z2nd that the BLLIN conflict, therefore, is more
likely to c¢nd in Western conccssions. There is n rumour in
circulrntion that the Russinns have o gpecinl sceret weopon up
their slceceve which they 4o not talk nbout.

Te In spitc of 71l the divisions of fceling ~ndl scentiment in
Polond there arce not wmony who want 2 Russicn victory in the
DERLIN c;nflict. Lveryonc knows thot when the western ~1lics
are thrown out o>f BERLIN ond the DDR is chnnged to o normnl Ssnt-
cllitc state IH>lanl’s politienl situntion insi’e the woviet

bloe will be worscned and her isolation frowm the West cven grenter
thon it is now, This can result nst only in nn c¢ven grenter
aggravation »f domestic political situation in soland but ~lso,
and this is even more important, in .olnnd’s economic .nschluss
with thc sovict Union. +olnnd would then be transforuc? into a
merc gource >f raw materinls for the $oviet, the ODR ~nd GSR.
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This is the prospect which peorple with an ceonomic cducation
fear most >f nll.

8 N> one in Polond tokes the RuinCKI plan seriosusly. If the
DDR beconcs a complcte sntellite stnte then rol-nd has nothing
t> gain by 3oviet ocecupntion pr>ops leaving . >lish territory.

It is only five hours mﬂrchi;é?;or arwourcd troops frow the
10lish Iast fronticr to WulBaW. The RALUCKI plan connot in-
spire any fceeling >f security or crentc any zunrantce in foce of
the torror which the rolcs fenr most: octomie wor on Volish ter-

ritory.

== 232000 00 ===~

SECRET

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A049400170001-5

g 50X1-HUM_

—o——

50X1-HUM



